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UNIVERSITY ATTACKS ASBESTOS PROBLEM
The University of Montana has formed a task force as part of a comprehensive
plan to deal with the potential problem of asbestos in some campus buildings.
In announcing the formation of the task force, UM President Neil Bucklew
said, "We are very concerned about the possible health risks from asbestos, and
we are prepared to do whatever is necessary to eliminate any danger to students,
faculty and staff."
Asbestos is a fibrous, heat resistant mineral.

It

was used extensively

in the United States primarily to insulate steam pipes in building constructed
between World War II and 1973.

When it was discovered that airborn fibers of

asbestos could cause cancer and other health problems.
According to UM Physical Plant Director Ted Parker asbestos that is sealed on
the surface, as it is typically installed, poses little or no risk.

However, with

time,surfaces can become abraded freeing particles into the air.
Parker said that he has been concerned about possible problems with asbestos
since the late 1970s, but at that time the threat was not fully appreciated and,
more importantly,the sensitive equipment needed to determine the location and
severity of 'trouble spots was unavailable
Both situations have since changed.

to the state.
The Environmental Protection Agency and

the Montana Department of Occupational Health have continued to lower their standards
for exposure to airborne asbestos.

The present standard is two fibers per cubic

centimeter over an eight hour period.

(over)

University Attacks Asbestos Problem— add one

Increasingly sophisticated testing equipment is also becoming available
to University personnel, but merely determining the extent of the prQblem, if
any, will be a large undertaking.
Samples from several campus buildings were tested in 1980, and "asbestos like"
fibers were detected.

However until the first air samples, taken this fall, have

been analyzed, the University will not know if airborne asbestos fibers pose a
health hazard.

Results are expected in about a week, but preliminary indications

from the testing lab, suggest the problem is quite small.
The job of the task force will be to review the results of a building by
building study of the campus that will include air sampling, inspections, and
review of architectural records.

The task force will then recommend procedures

and schedules for dealing with the problems uncovered.

Eventually all asbestos

will be removed, sealed or enclosed.
In the meantime all physical plant employees who may have been exposed to
asbestos will receive medical evaluations.

Those who must work in areas like the

steam tunnels where asbestos may be present will be issued protective equipment
and will be required to use it.
The task force will consist of Dr. John Bruckner from the UM Student Health
Service; Campus Sanitarian Ken Read; manager of campus security Ken Willet; Lynda
Brown, director of Personnel Services; chemistry professor Wayne Van Meter, who will
chair the task force; and Physical Plant Service Shop employees Harold Smith and
Gary Collins.
The first meeting of the task force will be held Friday, Dec. 9, at 1:30 p.m.
in 202 Main Hall.
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